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THOUGHTS

The grammar of Tamil Language
is full of interest and its literature is
one of which any nation might be
proud.

—F. W. Kellett.

2 Tamil is the most highly culti-
vated language and possesses the
richest stores of indigenous literature.

—Max Muller.

3 Let them (The Tamils) be assu-
red that so long as they despise their
mother-tongue, they have merely a
thin white wash of civilisation.

— Dr. Murdoch.
4 Perhaps no language combines
greater force with equal brevity

than Tamil and it may be asserted
that no human speech is more close
and philosophic in its expression as
an exponent of the mind than the
same. The sequence of things - of
thought, action, and its results-is
always maintained inviolate.

—Rev. P. Percival,

5 Whenever I die, ‘A student of
Tamil’ will be inscribed on my monu-
ment,

—Dr. G. VU, Pope.

ON TAMIL

6 Let the Tamils cease to be asha-
med of their Tamil

—Dr. G. U. Pope.

7 The mode of collocating its
words follows the logical or intellec-
tual order more so than even the
Latin or Greek.

—Dr. Schimid.

8 The Tamil language is extra-
ordinary in its subtlety and sense of
logic. The perfection with which it
has been developed into an organ for
precise and subtle thought, combined
with the fact that it represents a
much earlier stage in the evolution of
inflexional language than any Indo-
germanic tongue, suggests the pri-
oritv of the Dravidians in attaining
settled order and regular Govern-
ment; as it is known to us it is the
product of a very long period of a
somewhat elaborate civilisation.

—Dr. G Slater.

9 It is not perhaps extravagant
to say that in its poetic form the
Tamil is more polished and exact
than the Greek, and, in both dialects
with its borrowed treasurs, more
copious than the Latin In its fulness
and power, it more resembles English
and German than anyv other living
language

—Dr. Winslow.
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CO-OPERATION IN LANGUAGE LEARNING

Hhuan - society  depends  for its
existence on kinguage. 1 herefore,
language 18 a social affair, It cannnt
exist in solitude. [t is spoken: it is
heard; it is responded {o in action or
in speech.  1his social nature of lang-
uage is usually neglected in the class-
room. In the clissroom, the teacher
teaches and the pupils hear and learn
Language is learnt as a subject, not
as a social affair, I language is to be
taught as a social affair, language has
to be used for social reasons in the
classroom. Language has to create a
social bond between the pupils.  The
pupils should feel that they belong to
one group because they speak one
language.

A society uses its language for
communication. Therefore, the teacher
should see thdt Iinglish is used for
communication in the classroom. The
communication should be between one
pupil and another as well as between
the teacher and the pupils. The pupils
too should use Iinglish for asking ques-
tions, and answering questions, for
getting some things, for having some
things done, etc. For, learning language
from books alune cannot make it live
for long. '

The teacher should see that the
pupils help one another and establish
the normal social interplav of languaee.
He can think of many which will help
him to achieve his aim.  Some of them
are given below

1. Group work :

The class can be divided into a
number of groups. The number of

Sroups may vary according to the type
of work. Each group should include

one or two bright pupils who can play
the part of teacher.

In the classroom, the teacher can
deal with one group, while other groups
practise a new item, or sing a nursery
rhyme, or take down what is on the
blackboard. After sometime the groups
should change their activities.

If the class is working on a piece
of composition, each group can contri-
bute a set of sentences. Each set of
sentences can be discussed, criticised,
and made better. In the same way,
exercises can be done by groups,
instead of by individuals.

Outside school, group work promises
fruitful results. Homework may be set
for groups. Each group of pupils can meet
together at some place and do the home-
work. This way there is plenty of
co-operation and learning, too,

2 Dialogues:

Personal statements can be changed
into dial ' gues  kven in the Junior
classes, the pupils know how tn make
some personal statements like the
following: “Mv name is Somu. [ am
eleven vears' old. T have a mother and
a father. T have a brother and a sister,
too. I am the youngest. I speak Tamil.
I live in Triplicane.” Two such state-
ments can be combined to form a
dialogue. Of course, some questions
have to be put in. E. g.

Somu: Good evening. My name is
Somu. What is yours?
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Mani: My name is Mani.  How

old are yow?

Dialogues  like this have to be
rehearsed at first.  But later, they can
be spoken by every pupil with every
other pupil in the class.

Dialogues may become longer and
more complex as the pupils gel
proficiency in using Iinglish.

Dialogues can be composed by
pupils themselves, IHere, group work
will be useful.

3. Dramatization;

When the teacher decides to stage
a small play, he sets in motion plenty
of co-operative work in the classroom.
The play is to be chosen after dis-
cussion. The pupils who are to act
have to be selected only after open dis-
cussion.  Copies of the play have to be
made because each actor will require
one copy. Then actors should assemble
aud rchearse. Each has to work with
the others. Individuality has to be

v

wcanse the total effect, which

suerificed he ' ;
[ co-operative work, is to be

comes out o
achieved.

4. More hints:

At higher stages, short sketches
and playlets can be written by groups.
Projects can be dealt with by groups,
too. One group can collect items of
news:  another group can choose the
important ones; still another group can
write them out; yet another group can
read the news, cach pupil reading only
one paragraph.  One pupil may act as
the librarian for a month or so, and
another may succeed him.  When there
is a debate or discussion, the pupils
who niake up the audience can help the
active participants by collecting infor-
mation through reading books and
magazines in the library.

In short, the classroom can house a
good community of individuals if the
spitit of co-operation is instilled. The
teacher should see that the language
becomes the vehicle of co-operation,

s. Palanisamy, fisst. Prof. of English.
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HISTORY AND INTERNATIONAL UNDERSTANDING

With the advancement of Science,
distance has been conquered The
world has shrunk and is becoming a
closely interrelated unit. As a result
of this, many of the problems that face
the nations todav are really interna-
tional problems. To solve these prob-
lems a ‘reorientation of the human
mind to give birth to a new conception
of relationship between the individual
and the nations of the world’ is
necessary. |his can be achieved only
when education for international under-
standing is given to children.

International understanding is the
ability to view dispassionately the
behaviour of me neverywhere to each
other, irrespective of the country or
culture to which they may belong. To
be able to do this one must be able to
detach oneself from one’s own cultural
and national prejudices and to observe
men of all nationalities, culture and
races as equally important varieties of
human beings inhabiting the earth.

Eduction for international under-
standing can achieve its purpose only if
the right types of knowledge is imparted
to our children We must make the
correct emphasis on facts relating to
the people of different countries, their
ways of living, their history, etc., and
the curriculam comes in to help us.
“Through the curriculum the receptive
mind of the child gets his initiative
into the wider world of which heis a
member, each important subject
opening, as it ‘were, a new ‘window on
the world”,

Of the subjects in the curriculum,
history is best suited to create inter-
national understanding. Histor y
makes the world intelligible. “A know-
ledge of history interprets and illumines
the whole of human life”. History
shows how the present has come into
being. Tt reveals the social and politi-
cal world by exhibiting successive
societies in action during peace and
war, how governments have come and
gone, how society works and what the
consequences of social actions are. The
aim of the teacher of history must be
to interpret the world to the child.-

The study of history is ‘social
experience concentrated and admini-
stered according to rule and measure.’

Within a few hours in the class-
room, the child views the greatest
experiences of the ages and is thus
made to relive the life of the race and
is thus socialised. The child identifies
himself with the struggles and sacrificcs
of his forefathers and thus develops
a svmpathetic understanding of the
national life of which he must become
a part.

History does not stop with this. It
broadens the mind and creates a desire
for world peace. When the child learns
of the past, he learns of the differences
between the present and the past and
between peoples, customs and institu-
tions in different lands and as a result
of this he getsa broader vision which
dispels native prejudices and local
conservatism, eradicates provincialism
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and definitely develops in him an inter-
national outlook

If properly written and taught,
history should  show mankind its
common heritage in the past and 1its
common hopes for the future. It should
explain his environment to the young
citizen of the world and leave him with
@ community sense which transcends
his own class or nationalit v.  Historv
should not be taught merely as the
story of kings and wars and national
polities, but as social history, the
history of the march of the common
man towards civilization  'his story
should be told in such a way that the
child-would be able to give his country
its proper place in the comity of nations
He should be taught to look upon
mankind as a community with a com-
mon history and a common aim. As
H. G. Wells says *“There can be no

common peace and prosperity withqy,
common historical ideas™.

National solidarity is a good things.
but it becomes bad when carried beyopg
a certain point when it prevents inter.
course and understanding between
nations. This can be avoided by
stressing on what one's nation hgg
contributed to world culture and how jt
has benefitted from the achiements of
the people beyond its borders, The
child should be made to feel that wars
are caused by the greed of stronger
nations and that wherever natione]
difference arise they must resort to
international arbitration to settle them.
Stress should always be made on the
inter dependence of all civilizations,
Particular emphasis may be made on
the United Nations Organisation which
is now mankind’s best hope for peace
and a step towards a world parliament
or a *“ Federation of the world ',

A. S. JASPER, Rsslt. Porf. of History.
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A NOTE ON PROBLEMS IN PHYSICAL SCIENCE

A problem is usually understood
in the sense of a question or a difficulty
in need of a solution.  Political, linguis
tic er social problems are usually very
complex and often admit of as many
solutions as there are people in a
country. Fortunatelv problems in
Physical Science, whether they are sol-
ved or not, admit a certain amount of
precision in their statement sothat any
student interested in them may proceed
in a scientific manner to solve them.
(Mten the solutions arrived at are
capable of being tested by the touch-
stone of experiment. -

An attempt "is made in this short
note to discuss the nature and variety
of the Problems in Physical Science so
that the Science teacher may get an
idea of how to frame problems, solve
them and teach them to the students.

NATURE:- A problem in Physical
Science is usually in the form of a
question or difficulty requiring a solu-
tion and represents an effort to under-
stand the environment or the details of a
phenomenon. e. g In the lower classes,

How do we get electricity for our homes?

Why do some bodies float while others
sink in water? are really problems
whicli, when solved, contribute to the
growth of the scientific knowledge and
skills of the pupils. Therefore the
nature of a problem in Physical Science
is usually of a character that builds up
an understanding of srience in its
theoretical and practical aspect.

VARrIETY:- Physical Science offers
scope for a variety of problems that

—

serve as a challenge to the student.

The following are the more important
types.

a)  Theoretical:- This type of problem
15 uwwually associated with the
higher stages of knowledge but it
may be adopted for the high school
pupils. TFor example pupils might
be taught certain properties of
sound waves and they may be
asked to investigate what will
happen to the waves under certain
conditions e, g. reflection.

b) Experimental:- This type of prob-
lem is of many forms but the
significant feature is that it can be
solved only by conducting a

- planned experiment. It may be
used to know the difference in
properties of two substances e. g.
their densities, melting points etc.
Any laboratory work, if it is to be
worthwhile, must be in the formof a
problern which calls for the appli-
cation of experimental techniques.

¢)  Numerical:- Though this may form
part of the types stated above this
is discussed separately in view of
the great role that it plays in the
proper understanding of science.
Numerical problems when solved
and found correct usually give a
sense of achievement to the pupils.
‘I he solution of numerical problems
usually demand the following
skills:-

T. R. LAKSHMINARAYANAN, Professor of Sclence.

—
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a) A correct and una mbiguous
understanding of the problem.

b)  An appreciation of scientific facts
and laws related to the problem.

¢) A knowledge of the mathematical
procedures required and

d) A skill in correlating the scientific
facts with the mathematical
Procedures,

A proper understandig of the
characteristics of a good problem is a
sine qua non of a good science teacher.
In my humble opinion a deterioration
in the standards of science teaching
can be arrested by a proper emphasis
on problem-solving. In the higher
levels of Physical Science problems
must play a geater role in teaching and
testing. It should not be possible for
any science student to be rated high
without showing evidente of a good
skill in problem-solving. Similarly a
science teacher must be given practice
in framing problems that will offer a
challenge to his pupils so that they try
to solve them either individually or in
groups. While framing problems ip a
particular area of Physical Science, the
teacher must take note of the following

points:-

a) The problem is suited to the
maturity of the class,

b) The scientific laws and facts

required are understood by
them.

¢) The experimental and mathe.
matical procedures requireg
for its solution are within the
competence of the pupils.

d) The problem has a bearing o
a better understanding of a
specific area in science
related to every day life.

An example from the field of optics
may be given.

Pupils are usually interestaed ip
films. A problem connecting the foca]
length of the lens and distances of the
screen and the film from the lens wil
be usually found interesting to the boys
and the problem can be framed in a
number of ways altering the value of
the variables U, V, and F.

Some teachers often give good
problems as home work but they do
not devote enough attention to initiate
the pupils in the right method of appro-
aching problems in order to salve them.
What appears obvious to them may not
be so to the pupils,
solution of problems is a very impor-
tant aspect of science teaching and
must be done with great earnestness
and sincerity. The following steps in

teaching problem- solving are
important:-

a) Explaining the problem to the
pupil.

Savings policy is farhilq policy.
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b) Testing the comprehension of f) Verification of the final
the problem by the pupil. solutions wherever possible.

c) Relating the problem to the A Jot of incidental learning is possible

specific knowledge or skill that  whenever mistakes are made. These

is required for solution. mistakes throw a lot of light on the
- ) _ _ misconceptions {ormed in the student's
J d) Discussing detailed procedures mind, faulty learning procedures and

of solving the problem without ineffective methods of teachine. There

involving numbers or specific fore a gmd teacher of scieﬁce must

readings. make problem-solving an integral part

of the learning-process of his class so

e) Going through the process of that an important aim of teaching
solving - with the pupil taking science might be fulfilled. '

the major role.
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100 Metres Dash

( Pandits - )

Team

B o s i
( Shotput Pandits - 1)
i}l\ ‘

Best All-Round Player
and Champion

Mr. N. Muthusamy, (B. T.)
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25.
26.
27.
28.
29.
30.
31.
32,
33.

OUR EXCHANGE LIST

Lady Willingdon Iraining College, Madras.

The Assumption College, Changanachery.

M. D. T. Hindu College, Thirunelveli.

Kumbakonam Government College, Kombakonam.
The Arts College, Salem.

St. Xaviers Teachers Training College, Paliyamkottai.
Government Training College, Pudukkottai.

A. V. C. College, Mayuram.

Government Training College, Vellore,

St. Mary’s College, Tuticorin,

H. H. the Rajah’s College, Pudukkottai.

Sri Pushpam College, Poondi.

The Thiagaraja College, Madras-21.

Government Brennan College, Tellicherry. -

St. Joseph College, Trichirapalli.

Government Arts College, Coimbatore.

The Government Arts College, Ootacamund.

The Jamal Muhamed College, Trichirappalli.

P.S. G Arts College, Coimbatore, _ ‘-
The National College, Trichirappalli, |
The Loyola College, Madras.

Government College, Mercara. |

V. H. N. Senthi Kumara Nadar College, Virudunagar.
Sri Ramakrisl n - Mission Vidyalava Teachers’ College,
Perivanaickanpalayam.

The Vivekananda College, Madras.

Government Training College, Calicut.

St. Christopher Training College, Madras.

The Government. Post-graduate Basic Training College, Orathanad,
Teachers' College, Madras-15.

Mahajana College, Erode.

Dr. Alagappa Chettiar Training College, Karaikudi.
Central I"ducation Library of Education, New Delhi.
Thiagiraja College of Preceptors, Madurai.
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FHONE: 16 & 121. TEL: “cor TON"
BHAVANI. KOMARAPALAYAM.

| |

N i e AR L RAT T

| SUNDARAM SPINNING MILLS

| KOMARAPALAYAM
| (Via) ERODE. I

Spinners of best quality |
hank, cone and hosiery
| yarns of 205 to 8¢s

i

so Licensed capacity: 25,000 spindles
so Present installed capacity: 22,000 spindles

oo Equipped with modern machinery

Sl LY.

Managing Partners,

Mis. J. K. K. Angappan & Bros.
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